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philosophy that saw in individuals merely units in the
great entity, humanity, or, at best, the bearers of an
" idea ", Kierkegaard opposed a claim for the supreme
importance of the individual. Personality is to him
the one thing that matters. Each human being must
face the life-problem in his own way; and he must
have complete freedom to do so. He must cultivate
that inwardness of soul which takes no count of the
world outside him; he must live the personal,
isolated life. As the representative of this essentially
modern creed, Kierkegaard struck the keynote for the
Scandinavian literature of the later nineteenth century ;
his was virtually the message on which that literature
has risen to greatness and influence in Europe. The
passionate plea for the rights of personality which
rings all through Ibsen's later work, from the banging
of the door in A Doll's House to the transcendental
individualism of When We Dead Awaken,, was also
Kierkegaard's; and the sinister, gloomy faith of
Brand is an embodiment, carried to its logical extreme,
of the third great stage, the religious stage, in Kierke-
gaard's life journey.